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A[x‘ﬁougﬁ extensive restoration would be requined 2o L'M,L'ng, Zhia dwe/,/,[_ng
back to anything approaching ita oniginal form, itr 5-bay late I8th centuny
Yun skeleton --very aimilan in genenal design and ma.r#deiai,&. 2o the Powers
Houre around the cornen on Maple Avenue--can atill be recognized, Yn ita
present fowm, ita hintonical significance in minimal,
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—etcalfe Apartments
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FPILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Corner Water Street and Maple Avenue

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chestertown — VICINITY OF First
STATE COUNTY
Mrland Kent
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC _XOCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) _RRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL X _PRIVATE RESIDENCI
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY XotHER apts
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Gilbert A, Bliss Telephone #: 235-0290
STREET & NUMBER
3716 Greeniount Avenue
CITY. TOWN STATE, 2Z1 o%
Sxmxierkmen Baltimore —__ VICINITY OF Maryland % i218

TLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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Office of the County Clerk

Liber #: EHP 66
Folio #: 869

STREET & NUMBER

Kent County Court House

CITY, TOWN

STATE
Chestertain Maryland
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
- none
' DATE

__FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
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CITY, TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION A-1¥

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_GOooD —RUINS X ALTERED —-MOVED DATE
XFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Metcalfe Apartments is a large frame *“ouse huilt close to the street on the northwest
corner of the intersection of Maple “#venue and Water “trest in Chestertown. It is on the
northeast half of Town Lot 15 on the Original Pict of Chestertown. It is quite similar in
generzal concention and some detail to 108 Yaple 4venue around the corner.

It appears to have bteen through several stages of alteration, butas it presently staends, it
is a 23-story, 5-bay L-shaped house, the wing squared to the south {left) gable end. The
front section of the house has an . roof with twoc gabled dormers (on both frat and rear
roofs) and a l-bay, full height central gable between them, which we guess is rot original
(the central gable on 108 Maple is rot)., Below the central gable is a i-bay, 2-story
protico which replaced a single story nineteenth century portico in the 19L0's or 1950's,
during the house!- latest remodeling,

Thre facade is symmetrical. The house sits on a painted brick b asement and is sided in
clapboard, There are full-height pilasters at the corners of the facads and on the rorth
(right rear) corner of the north gable end. The entire present portico has a high biick
porch with semi-circular brick steps ascending it from both sides. The door is S-paneled
and the top pair of panels have window panes in them, The door is framed ty pilasters and
a very low relief cornice with dentils. The portico has a pair of square pillars in its
front corners and a pair of half pillars against the facade. It has a plain bax cornice
which meegs and matches the main cornite :f the house. The roof of the portico is flat,

second stories of the facadeare 6/6 double hung sash and hav.
AR caxd louvered shutters., The photcBraph in Fred Usilton's Chastertown:

Gem City on the Chester indicates that b&y windows were on either side of the entrance

Tr the late nineteenth century,

The dormer windows are 2/2 and h:=ve decorative tracery on the wood freizes over them. There
is a single short lancet window in the central gable. The roof is of camposition shingles.,
There is a large chimney within the socuth gable end and a smalier one within the north gable
end, 3R INSER T 3006 .
The L-wins is the same height as the mair section, is four hays long, and has an "A" roof
with three gabled dormers. 4According to the outline of the biilding on the 1877 Map of
Chestertown, this wing aonears to be a late ninetesnth century addition to the house--after
1877 but before 1990 when Us‘iton's book came out--~presummbly by William Vannort, who pur-
chased the house from the Wickes in 1882, It is quite likely that the single story 1$th
century proticos (there was one on the southwest gable end in = ddition to the main entrance)
were Vannort's also: they resemble very closely thase on 103 Queen D\tre@.‘b, a house he owned .
foom 1868 until he died.

Final alterations to the house include an additional shed roof section added to the end of
the L and the filling in of the open side of the L, both alterations dine at same time during
the presernt century.

#6xThe south (left) gable end has one 6/6 window in the left bay where the side portico
used to be and a sm all l-story shed in the right bay. There is one 6/6 window in the 2nd
bay of the second story and ther:  are two small attic windows in the gable. There is a short
cornice return, The north (right) gable end has two 2/2 windows on =ither side of the ex-
posed back of the fireplace on the first story, one 2/2 window in the left bay and evide -
of a window having been boarded up in the right on the second story, anc two small attic
windows iu the gable. There is a short cornice return.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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1 SIGNIFICANCE /14

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION

—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW _.SCIENCE

__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE _.SCULPTURE

__1600-1699 _BRCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
XX1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER

—_1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

—_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION X

SPECIFIC DATES 1late 18th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There is no telling exactly when the original frame dwelling that hcs turned into the
present Metc:1fe Apartments was built, but its stylc is a mixture of eighteenth and
nineteenth century fdatures and —ost of the latter appear to be alterations. There
is documentgry evidence the house may have been built before 1780 when Daniel
Matzlar paid William Stevenson i} 2/3 bushels of wheat for Water Lot 9 (vacant)

and the half of Town Lot 15 the present house is on. The other half of 15 and Water
Lot 10 (both of which may have besn vacant) went for only 222 bushels,

T™e property remained in the Metzlar family upgtil 179 when Daniel sold it for 1250
to Robert Wright. It was sold again in 1201, this time for Bhi00 to Richard Barroll
with menti'm in the deed of "terements and premises,” so we ve very likely got our
house built by then, -

Both this bouse and 108 Maple would hare handsome restoration projects, though the

task would be considerably greater on this house than the other., There are very
few eighteenth century frame houses in the county,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION T .
On Town Lot 15, b2"n- on the corner of Front “treet and Maple Avenue in “heste ~town,
having a frontage of 85 fe=t, 10 inches on Front 8treet and 72 feet on Maple fvenue.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EElFORM PREPARED BY

NAME - TITLE

Robert Neill Historic 3i.s Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland H3storiczal Trust / Town of Chsstertown May, 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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